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relationship of these variables (Ja`afari, 2009; Bavar, 
1995). There is no significant relation between job status 
and social participation of aged samples (F= .004, ρ= 
.107). Aged citizens that live lonely and are separated 
from their children have more participation than others (F= 
.276, ρ= .000).

Participation of aged samples whom were settled 
in nursing homes was more than elders who live alone 
or with their children (t= .0121, ρ= .0003). There are 
significant relations within these variables. There is a 
significant relationship between aged participation and 
income of their children (t= .0102, ρ= .000). Logistic 
Regression pointed to decreasing social participation of 
aged during growth of their child’s income. Even though, 
Bavar (1995) mentioned to insignificant relationship, 
but Kazemi-Pour (1999) approved the relationship 
with income of family. Logistic Regression show that 
increasing benefits of participation affects on the social 
participation of aged directly (β = .67, ρ= .040). If attends 
of elders are eliminated by civic institutions, they will 
participate in society more (see table four). However, 
Ojaqlou (2002) has denied this significant affection in 
educational institutions (Ojaghlou, 2002).

Table 4
Logistic Regression for Predicting Social Participation

Variables     B  S.E.         Wald   R ρ*

Social capture 
(Alienation)               -0.106        0.042       2.808          -0.49       0.050
Income of their 
children                  -0.471 0.013 5.312          -0.45       0.001
Applause of 
participation 0.001 0.001 0.002        0.02       0.001
Literacy           0.261 0.032 1.516        0.39       0.002
Living in nursing 
home               0.243 0.087 2.190        0.45       0.034
Expenditures of 
participation 0.106 0.062 2.818        0.48       0.028
Marital status 0.456 0.019 5.278        0.51       0.006
Kind of settlement 0.769 0.129 3.003        0.55       0.010
Public health 0.261 0.018 6.561        0.63       0.011
Socioeconomic 
status              0.527 0.067 4.276        0.64       0.000
Benefits of 
participation 0.229 0.191 5.030        0.67       0.040
Job status 0.342 0.032 4.276        0.68       0.029
Gender          0.551 0.012 6.236        0.76       0.007
Constant           1.564 0.143 12.10        0.56       0.002
−2 log likelihood 5.201                                                 0.067
Model  χ2                112.96*                 0.000

* ρ <0 .05; n: 768

According to table four, social participation of aged 
was decreased by growth of its expenditure in two parts: 
times and benefits (β= .48, ρ= .028). Reinforcing motives 
will increases social participation within aged samples 
in selected counties. Regression analysis of variables 
for social participation with social rapture (Alienation) 
and income of senior’s children pointed to their inversed 
relation (β = -.49 and β = -.45, ρ= .050). Gender is most 
predictor and affective factor that has modified social 

participation (β = -.76, ρ= .007).

dIScuSSIon And concLuSIon
The findings mentioned to weak participation among aged 
samples of selected counties in Khuzistan province. The 
multi factors effect on weak social participation of elderly 
such as individual, familiar, and social agents which 
uphold rational selection theory, neoclassical approach to 
public selection, and Individualism. Social participation 
have had more among urban dwellers, male elders, 
educated, median social class holders, heart patients, 
aged whom are settled in nursing homes, and less income 
holders. But rural dwellers, female elders, illiteracy, 
highest social status holders, respiratory patients, grays 
who are inmate with their children, and high income 
holders have participated less.

Above converged findings connote to individualization 
of aged situation in society whom is upraised from a 
kind of rationalized personality. It called Microeconomic 
Rationality. Collective action theory as rational aspect 
demonstrates this theorem that acclaims human endeavor 
to increase her/his benefits than obtain necessities 
of group. This condition notes companionship of 
development in the society with urbanization, education, 
and economic welfare lead to decrease in social 
participation. Some of these polemic issues might proceed 
from cynic and pessimist personality of urban dwellers, 
citizens with literacy and wealthy situation in society. 

There is high alienation and social rapture among 
aged samples of selected counties in Khuzistan province. 
Social alienation booms to progress in urban area and 
effects on participation of citizens negatively. This 
variable has different status within ethnic groups. Arabs 
and Lors have sensed too social isolation than Persian 
aged. This cynic view may lead to recent social structures 
that assemble tendencies and roots of social participation 
for minorities and especial groups in social system. They 
have not critical citizenship status in Iranian society after 
fundamental revolution in 1979. Also, it may result to 
intolerant attitude by technocratic elites and educated class 
of society and the province. The effective relationships 
of increasing benefits and decreasing expenditures on 
social participation mention to growth of individualization 
of aged citizens. This was stated in more contemporary 
literatures of Iranian scholars as well. 

AcKnoWLEdGEMEnt
We wish to be grateful to all colleagues and the 
anonymous referees for their advantageous comments.

REFEREncES
Abdullahi, D. (2000). Factor Analysis of Political Participation 

of Students. Tehran, Iran: Tabatabaie Univ. Press.

Abdolrahim Asadollahi; Laleh Fani Saberi; Alireza Mohseni Tabrizi; Nasrin Faraji (2011). 
Canadian Social Science, 7(6), 240-244



244Copyright © Canadian Academy of Oriental and Occidental Culture 245

Alavion, H. (2011). Social Participation in Zanjan County.  
Zanjan, Iran: Ershad Organization Press.

Asadollahi, A. (2008, May). Factor analysis of Delinquency 
Among Female Inmates of Family Holders in Prisons of 
Khuzistan Province. Paper presented in the 2nd International 
Conference on Family Pathology in Iran, National Univ. 
Press, Tehran, Iran.

Asadollahi A. (2010, July). Factor Analysis of Reduction in 
Social Participation of Peasant Elders within Immigrant 
Family: Case Study: Seniors in Peripheral Areas of Ilam 
County in Southwest of Iran. Paper presented in XVII World 
Congress of Sociology: Sociology on the Move, ISA. Univ. 
of Gothenburg, Gutenberg, Sweden.

Asadollahi, A. (2011). Social Quality and Social Well-Being 
for Aged People: Toward Measuring and Understanding 
in Community Level.  Saarbrucken, Germany: Lambert 
Academic Publishing Company.

Azimi, L. (2001). Factor Analysis of Social Participation among 
Female Dwellers of Shiraz County (Doctoral dissertation). 
Shiraz, Iran: Univ. of Shiraz Press.

Bahmani-Teraz, GT. (2000). Measurement and Evaluation of 
Political Participation and its Factors (Doctoral dissertation). 
Tehran, Iran: Univ. of Tarbiat Modarres Press.

Bavar, J. (1995). SES, Attitudes of Students, and Political 
Participation of Women (Doctoral dissertation). Shiraz, Iran: 
Shiraz Universit.

Baqeri-Ahmadabadi, M. (1998). Factor Analysis of Political 
Participation of Jueveniles in Shiraz County (Doctoral 
dissertation). Shiraz, Iran: Shiraz Univ. Press.

Delaware, A. (2003). Applyed Statistics (12th ed.). Tehran, Iran: 
Roshd Press.

Ghaffari, G. (2001).  Relationship Between Trust and Social 
Participation in Rural Regions of Kashan City/IRAN. 
Iranian Journal of Social Sciences, 17(1-2), 45-52.

Giddens, A. (2007). Sociology (M. Selasi, Trans). Tehran, Iran: 
Ney Press.

Iran Statistics and Census Centre (2008). National Census of 
IRAN in 2007. Tehran, Iran: ISCC Press.

Ja`afari, M. (2009). Measuring Political Participation, Students 
of Ferdaosi University of Mashad, and its Factors (Doctoral 
dissertation). Mashhad, Iran: Univ. of Ferdaosy Mashad.

Kazemi-Pour, S. (1999). Style of SES and Social Mobility 
among Tehrani Citizens. Iranian Social Sciences Quarterly, 
14(3-4), 87-93.

Kerlinger, F. (2004). Multiple Regressions in Behavioral 
Research  (H. Saraie, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Nashre 
Daneshgahi Publication.

Khuzistan Statistics and Census Centre (2008). Khuzistan 
Census in 2007. Ahwaz, Iran: KSCC Press.

Lerner, D. (1964). The Passing of Traditional Society: 
Modernizing the Middle East.  US: Mac-Millan Pub. Co.

Ojaqlou, K. (2002). Motivation of Student in Zanjan Province to 
Participation and its Factors  (Doctoral dissertation). Zanjan, 
Iran: Research Centre of High Education of Zanjan.

Opter, DE. & Pinne, CF. (2001). Politic Opposition and Social 
Change  (M. Qader and A. Kamal-Zadeh, Trans.). Tehran, 
Iran: Institute of Motaleat Rahbordi Press.

Salaki, H. (1990). Participation. Tehran: Mo'allef  Pub. Co.
Seraj-Zadeh, H. (1989). Measurement of Participation after 

Islamic Revolution 1979 among Citizens of Iranian 
Counties.  Tehran, Iran: Univ. of Tarbiat Modarres Press.

Sarmad, A. (2005). Research Methods in Behavioral Sciences (14 
ed.). Tehran, Iran: Agah Press.

Verba, S., Burns, N. & Lehman-Schlozman, K. (2001). The 
Private Roots of Public Action: Gender, Equality, and 
Political Participation.  Cambridge, MA:  Harvard Univ. 
Press.

Do Public Health and Social Participation Matter for the Elderly? 
An Analysis of an Aging Community in Khuzistan Province, Iran


