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Continued

No. Items

48. How many aged does have the right to vote in local elections e.g. Municipal Council and proportion exercising in ninth
presidential election on June 2009?

49. How many aged have the right to a public pension/financial support (i.e. a pension organized or regulated by the
government)?

50. How much is the percentage of a women pension than of men?

S1. How much ethnic/gender harassment was ever recorded?

52. How much experience do you have about aging discrimination or Ageism?

53. How many of the ethnic minority groups were elected or appointed to neighbourhoods/county council, CDR (Council of
Dispute Resolution)?

54. How many women are working as labour force (paid/unpaid)?

S5. How many work leave does an aged have in a special work?

56. How many hours for involuntary part time or temporary works do an aged have?

57. Regarding to entitlement and using of public primary health care, how many health staff is there per 100 aged?

58. How long do you have when housing with relatives, social supported asylum and or nursing home?

59. How many of the aged are settled in social support asylum and/or nursing home?

60. How much participation rates are there in NPL (National Plan on Literacy)?

61. How many aged people are in need of receiving NLP services?

62. How long is the need to wait for any care services (including elder care)?

63. How many bank account and loaning services are there?

64. Do you have access to anyone for financial assistance/advice in case of need?

65. How many of the aged population have to use public transport system per week?

66. Are there any facilities for public transport system in streets, alleys, pathways for the aged?

67. How many public spaces are there per 1000 aged inhabitants e.g. public gardens?

68. How many public or private civic & cultural groups are there (e.g. holding/guest/participate in religious/charity actions)
per 1000 aged inhabitants?

69. How regular is your contact with your neighbors per week?

70. How regular is your contact with your friends whom are not your neighbors?

71. How often do you feel lonely/isolated?

72. How many is the duration of contact with relatives (cohabiting and non-cohabiting) per week?

73. How much informal (non-monetary) assistance do you received from different types of family?

74. Is there any significant relationship between social class & level of literacy?

75. How many aged population are educated in numerate?

76. Is there any available free/local media e.g. Arabic/Lor radios/mass media/magazines?

77. How often do you watch TV/hear radio/read magazines or newspapers per day?

78. Do many hours do you use media in multiple languages per day?

79. Is there any available free advocacy, advice and guidance centres and/or any part of these services in local offices?

80. How many per cent does an aged work per day out of home?

81. Is there any balance between income/expenditure of family upon her/his salary?

82. How many per cent of the salary is actually being used by aged for his/her personal need?

83. How are the characteristics of work place upon health/ security?

84. Is there any balance between work and his/her ability?

85. How necessary is his/her work for the survival of the family?

86. How necessary is his/her work for his/her survival?

87. Is there any plan or social policies formed by the local government for the aged?

88. How many loaning or support services from relative and organizations/banks are there for establishing the aged?

89. Is there any organisations/institutions offering work for aged?

90. How many per cent of the national/local public budget is reserved for voluntary, socio-cultural and not-for-profit of aged
citizens?

91. Are there any facilities, non-profit groups/NGO and or public sport federation/part that prepare and hold public sports,
outdoor recreation and sport for all?

92. How many per cent of the local budget is allocated only to cultural activities?

93. How many percent of participation is in self-organized cultural groups and events per time?

94. How many percent of the aged is experiencing different forms of personal enrichment on a regular basis?

95. How many percent of the national and local budgets are devoted to disabled aged people (physical and mental)?

96. How many percent of nursing home staffs and family support members are there per 1000 aged?

97. Regarding to official articles/rights, are there any housing and environmental designs inclusive for the aged?

Source: (authors, 2011)

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND and, has the world’s second-largest reserves of gas. The

With a population of 75 million, a natural growth rate of
1.08 percent, and domestic production as measured by
GDP of $115 billion, Iran was the second most populated
country with the second-largest economy in the Middle
East in end of year 2006 (ISCC, 2008a).

literacy rate is more than 79 per cent and, the structure
of the school system is 8 years of compulsory primary
and lower secondary education as well as three years
of optional upper secondary education. There are
approximately 18 million students in the school and about
1.7 million in the universities (ISCC, 2008Db).

The nation is the second-largest OPEC oil producer
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According to the World Bank Report (2005) and ISCC
(2007), Iran has emphasized on human development and
social protection with good progress to date. For example,
from early 1970s to 2001, primary school enrolment
rates increased from 60 to 90 per cent and, the portion
of the population living under the poverty line decreased
significantly from 47 per cent in 1978 to 16 per cent in
1999. However, data show an increase of elder population
from 1.3 per cent in 1997 to 2.8 per cent in 2007, which
states an increase in DR (dependency ratio) above 55
years old among Iranian Citizens (ISCC, 2008b).

Likewise, as shown by Khuzistan Census in 2007, the
DR has increased more than national data (1.6% to 3.1%
according those years). Based on KSCC annual report in
2007, between years of census in 1997 to 2007, Khuzistan
province and its capital, Ahwaz have had highest ratio
of aged persons among cities (3.1 per cent in total aged
population of province). All data are based on KSCC and
ISCC annual reports in 2007 (KSCC, 2008).

LIMITATIONS AND DATA AVAILABILITY

Fundamentally, there is no specific insight of
gerontological attention research on the aged in social
sciences on the whole and in Iran in particularly. Relevant
studies in this relation are mainly conducted as a part/
sample of other dominant researches and in some
paper conducting scale for aged-related issues aren’t
proportional (McDonell & Waters, 2010; Sundstrom,
Fransson, Malmberg, Davey, 2009). So, via this
overview, the finding of the collection of data on aging
is too rare and, most of them are related to medical and
nursing sciences, health care, and remedial services.
Some indicators of SQA, particularly in relation to the
situation of the elders, would be limited in nationwide
data availability and as well as in provincial and regional
setting. The collection of these unavailable data on aged
community could only be accessible via questionnaire.
Conducting of SQSA and sampling of aged from the
social context had been derived from the limitation in data
availability.

CONCLUSION

Firstly, in this paper the SQSA (social quality scale for
aged) was conducted and developed together with the four
domains and in 97 items. Regarding to aged community,
two items is extra than EFSQ’s items for domains of
SQA. This scale was adjusted and related into Iranian
community theoretically. Also, it could be generalize to
other similar community in developing countries. Next
step toward methodological developing of the SQSA is the
evaluation and measurement of the validity and reliability
of it in a survey and communal context. This action
will be the next phase for the decision makers, social
politicians, and practitioners especially in gerontology
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who are looking for operational scale to measure quality
of social life of aged people.
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