

















Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Conception of Time in The House of the Seven Gables

to the rest of the world,by violence if necessary,” upon
other nations, capitalizing on the notion of American
exceptionalism that consists in its having the right,whether
by divine sanction or moral obligation, to play this role.
This role that America has been playing sets it apart
just as the Declaration of Independence does. Whereas
America takes itself to be a divine-favored country and
acts in accordance with this belief, the Declaration of
Independence sets Americans apart because it is based
on equality and a new untried form of government. It is a
democratic government that honors diversity, pluralism,
liberty, equality,and justice. It is a successful democracy
that depends, Fukuyama (2006) contends in The End
of History and the Last Man, “in large measure on the
existence of a genuine political community that agrees
on certain basic shared values and institutions” (2006).
This present form of government can live into the future
territory, constructed by integrating the past into the
present,where the US can demonstrate its superiority
to other nations by maintaining the necessary balance
between its claims and actions, treating other nations
equally, defending the rights of all humans,and promoting
certain values of which love,justice, and equality are
ones. The value of this love is that it binds people in this
democracy,brings about happiness, negates selfishness,
gives rise to peace and prosperity, and grows into the
future,securing a happy and peaceful life. As regards
equality, it is a necessity in this new territory because
it leads to the absence of grievances and injustices that
both give birth to violence which does all peoples harm.
Equality is also the root of satisfaction, sacrifice, and
development. This argument is also true of justice.

Unified Conception of Time
In addition to equality, this democracy is also marked by
a unified conception of time.This unity is both possible
and desirable because time, Burrell (1992) argues in
“Back to the Future:Time and Organization”, can hardly
be described as being only linear or cyclical, but it can be
thought of as a combination of both of them. Time is not
completely linear; it’s not completely cyclical either.
When events occur, they do not do so in a straight
line. They succeed each other randomly. When we also
discuss the everyday lives of men and women, we cannot
focus solely on linear time or cyclical time because they
use time differently according to their life situations.
Therefore, the best thing to be done is to synthesize
these two temporalities so that time becomes spiral-
like. The spiral itself is a line that turns on itself, shares,
Cooper (1982) claims in An lllustrated Encyclopedia of
Traditional Symbols, “the symbolism of the labyrinth”
(p-156), and has a special significance to human beings.
The human history is like a spiral. Looked at from
a psychological point of view, the spiral symbolizes
the process of transformation, and represents spiritual
growth. In The House of the Seven Gables, the spiral
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has a personal meaning for Clifford. It symbolizes his
role as a member of a class distracted by the collapse of
aristocracy, and left drifting into an uncertain present.
Crippled by restlessness, he as well as his sister, Hepzibah,
flees the house,and goes on a journey by train on which
he meets a few men,and talks to them about railroads
that he describes as being “the greatest blessing that the
ages have wrought out for us. They give us wings;they
annihilate the toil and dust of pilgrimage; they spiritualize
travel”(p.236). After a while, he argues, “Let us alight,
as the birds do, and perch ourselves on the nearest twig”
(p-241). Becoming the master and leader, he“[leaves] the
car, and [draws] Hepzibah along with him”. They both
start gazing drearily about them. At a little distance, they
see “a wooden church, black with age,and in a dismal
state of ruin and decay, with broken windows, a great rift
through the main body of the edifice” (p.241). They stand
on the platform, raise their hands to the sky, and ask God
to take mercy on them (p.242). These quotations reflect
Hepzibah and Clifford’s spiritual growth indicated by
their spiral journey by train which White holds to be a
“vehicle of freedom and a new,spiritualized faith” (p.50).
This journey has led to their going to church.

CONCLUSION

I have shown that Hawthorne treats of the impact of
sin upon succeeding generations, that a theme of this
sort necessitates the use of different times, that time
is ineffable, that time keeps passing by and cannot
be denied,that time brings about changes, that time is
irreversible, that time-orientation affects people’s choices,
that time is used differently by males and females, and
that Hawthorne uses time as a medium to construct a
new territory. I have also demonstrated that Hawthorne
integrates the past into the present to renew time and
construct the future as a new American territory ruled by
democracy whose people are love-bound and equal. This
future territory is also marked by a unified time resulting
from synthesizing the linear and cyclical temporalities
into a spiral. Moreover, | have remarked that Americans’
faith in the future is the motive underlying their present
actions, and that present investments lead to growing into
the future.
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