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to the rest of the world,by violence if necessary,” upon 
other nations, capitalizing on the notion of American 
exceptionalism that consists in its having the right,whether 
by divine sanction or moral obligation, to play this role.

This role that America has been playing sets it apart 
just as the Declaration of Independence does. Whereas 
America takes itself to be a divine-favored country and 
acts in accordance with this belief, the Declaration of 
Independence sets Americans apart because it is based 
on equality and a new untried form of government. It is a 
democratic government that honors diversity, pluralism, 
liberty, equality,and justice. It is a successful democracy 
that depends, Fukuyama (2006) contends in The End 
of History and the Last Man, “in large measure on the 
existence of a genuine political community that agrees 
on certain basic shared values and institutions” (2006).
This present form of government can live into the future 
territory, constructed by integrating the past into the 
present,where the US can demonstrate its superiority 
to other nations by maintaining the necessary balance 
between its claims and actions, treating other nations 
equally, defending the rights of all humans,and promoting 
certain values of which love,justice, and equality are 
ones. The value of this love is that it binds people in this 
democracy,brings about happiness, negates selfishness, 
gives rise to peace and prosperity, and grows into the 
future,securing a happy and peaceful life. As regards 
equality, it is a necessity in this new territory because 
it leads to the absence of grievances and injustices that 
both give birth to violence which does all peoples harm. 
Equality is also the root of satisfaction, sacrifice, and 
development. This argument is also true of justice.

Unified Conception of Time
In addition to equality, this democracy is also marked by 
a unified conception of time.This unity is both possible 
and desirable because time, Burrell (1992) argues in 
“Back to the Future:Time and Organization”, can hardly 
be described as being only linear or cyclical, but it can be 
thought of as a combination of both of them. Time is not 
completely linear; it’s not completely cyclical either.

When events occur, they do not do so in a straight 
line. They succeed each other randomly. When we also 
discuss the everyday lives of men and women, we cannot 
focus solely on linear time or cyclical time because they 
use time differently according to their life situations. 
Therefore, the best thing to be done is to synthesize 
these two temporalities so that time becomes spiral-
like. The spiral itself is a line that turns on itself, shares, 
Cooper (1982) claims in An Illustrated Encyclopedia of 
Traditional Symbols, “the symbolism of the labyrinth” 
(p.156), and has a special significance to human beings. 
The human history is like a spiral. Looked at from 
a psychological point of view, the spiral symbolizes 
the process of transformation, and represents spiritual 
growth. In The House of the Seven Gables, the spiral 

has a personal meaning for Clifford. It symbolizes his 
role as a member of a class distracted by the collapse of 
aristocracy, and left drifting into an uncertain present. 
Crippled by restlessness, he as well as his sister, Hepzibah, 
flees the house,and goes on a journey by train on which 
he meets a few men,and talks to them about railroads 
that he describes as being “the greatest blessing that the 
ages have wrought out for us. They give us wings;they 
annihilate the toil and dust of pilgrimage; they spiritualize 
travel”(p.236). After a while, he argues, “Let us alight, 
as the birds do, and perch ourselves on the nearest twig” 
(p.241). Becoming the master and leader, he“[leaves] the 
car, and [draws] Hepzibah along with him”. They both 
start gazing drearily about them. At a little distance, they 
see “a wooden church, black with age,and in a dismal 
state of ruin and decay, with broken windows, a great rift 
through the main body of the edifice” (p.241). They stand 
on the platform, raise their hands to the sky, and ask God 
to take mercy on them (p.242). These quotations reflect 
Hepzibah and Clifford’s spiritual growth indicated by 
their spiral journey by train which White holds to be a 
“vehicle of freedom and a new,spiritualized faith” (p.50).
This journey has led to their going to church. 

Conclusion
I have shown that Hawthorne treats of the impact of 
sin upon succeeding generations, that a theme of this 
sort necessitates the use of different times, that time 
is ineffable, that time keeps passing by and cannot 
be denied,that time brings about changes, that time is 
irreversible, that time-orientation affects people’s choices, 
that time is used differently by males and females, and 
that Hawthorne uses time as a medium to construct a 
new territory. I have also demonstrated that Hawthorne 
integrates the past into the present to renew time and 
construct the future as a new American territory ruled by 
democracy whose people are love-bound and equal. This 
future territory is also marked by a unified time resulting 
from synthesizing the linear and cyclical temporalities 
into a spiral. Moreover, I have remarked that Americans’ 
faith in the future is the motive underlying their  present 
actions, and that present investments lead to growing into 
the future.

References
AL-Shalabi, N. (2010). The House as Container: Architecture 

in The House of the Seven Gables. Damascus University 
Journal for the Humanities, 26(1&2), 107-126.

Augustine, A. (1927). The Confessions of St. Augustine (J.G. 
Pilkington Trans.). New York: Horace Liveright.

Burrell, G. (1992). Back to the Future: Time and Organization. 
In M. Reed &M. Hughes (Eds.), Rethinking Organization: 
New Directions in Organizational Theory and Analysis. 
London: Sage. 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne’s  Conception  of  Time in The House of the Seven Gables



146 147 Copyright © Canadian Academy of Oriental and Occidental Culture

Campbell, Elizabeth A. (2003). Fortune’s Wheel: Dickens and 
the Iconography of Women’s Time. Athens, Greece: Ohio 
University Press.

Cooper, J.C.(1982). An Illustrated Encyclopedia of Traditional 
Symbols. London: Thames and Hudson Ltd.   

Eliade, Mercia (2007). Youth Without Youth (1st ed). Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 

F ludern ik ,  M.  (2003) .Chronology,  Time,  Tense  and 
Experientiality in Narrative. Language and Literature, 
12(2), 117-134 .

Fukuyama, Francis (2006). The End of History and the Last 
Man. New York: Free Press.         

Griffin, David R.(1986). Time and the Fallacy of Misplaced 
Concreteness. In Physics and the Ultimate Significance of 
Time: Bohm, Prigogine, and Process Philosophy (pp. 1-48).  
Albany: The State University of New York Press. Retrived 
from http://www.anthonyflood.com/essays.htm

Grosz, Elizabeth (2004). The Nick of Time: Politics, Evolution, 
and the Untimely. Durham, NC: Duke University Press.

Hawthorne, Nathaniel (1962). The House of the Seven Gables. 
New York: Macmillan Publishing Co.

Hoffman, Fr. J. (1965). William Faulkner. East Lansing, MI: 
Michigan State College Press. 

Kaplan, Lawrence S. (2002). Nationalism in Encyclopedia of 
American Foreign Policy. NY: Charles Scribner’s Sons.

Kellerman, Aharon (1989). Time, Space, and Society: 
Geographical Societal Perspective. Dordrecht, Netherlands: 
Kluwer Academic Publishers.

Knights, David (2006). Passing the Time in Pastimes, 
Professionalism and Politics: Reflecting on the Ethics and 
Epistemology of Time Studies. Time and Society, 15(3), 
251-274.

Lippincott, K. (Ed.). (2003). The Story of Time. London: Merrell 
Publishers.

Mann, T. (2011). The Magic Mountain. New York: Vintage.
Miller, J. Hillis (2003). Time in Literature. Daedalus, 132(2), 

86-97.
Opello,Walter C. Jr. & Stephen J. Rosow (2004). The Nation-

State and Global Order: A Historical Introduction to 
Contemporary Politics. Boulder, USA: Lynne Rienner 
Publishers.

O’Sullivan, John L. (1839). The Great Nation of Futurity. 
The United States Democratic Review, 6(23), 426-430. 
[American Government and Politics Online]. Retrived from 
http://ThisNation.com     

Porter, Carolyn (1981). Seeing and Being:The Plight of the 
Participant Observer in Emerson, James, Adams,and 
Faulkner. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan UP.

Ricoeur, Paul.(1990). Time and Narrative (Vol. 1). (Kathleen 
McLaughlin and David Pellauer Trans.). Chicago and 
London: University of Chicago Press.

Tanaka, Hisao (2004). Modes of Different Time in American 
Literature. The Japanese Journal of American Studies, 15, 
75-95.

 Walker, Alice (1990). The Temple of My Familiar. New York: 
Pocket Books.

White,Christopher (2004). Salem as Religious Ground. In Dane 
A. Morrison and Nancy L. Schultz (Eds.), Salem: Place, 
Myth, and Memory. Lebanon, NH: University Press of New 
England.       

Zerzan, John (1994). Time and its Discontents. A Journal of  
Desire Armed. Retrieved on February 11th, 2009 from http://
www.primitivism.com/time.htm

Zimbardo, Philip & John Boyd (2008). The Time Paradox: The 
New Psychology of Time that will Change Your Life. USA: 
Free Press.

Zinn, Howard (2005). The Power and the Glory: Myths of 
American Exceptionalism. Boston Review, 30(3). Retrived 
from http://bostonreview.net/BR30:3/zinn.html/

Nazmi AL-Shalabi (2011). 
Cross-cultural Communication, 7(4), 140-147


